








The South Dakota Community Foundation and non-
profits across the state have one year under their belts 
since the South Dakota Nonprofit Enhancement Project 
began a year ago.

Those belts are tighter now, too, as the past year has 
brought an even closer relationship between the nonprofits according to Stephanie 
Judson, vice president of the SD Community Foundation.

“We exceeded our expectations of what we thought we would accomplish this 
first year,” she said. “The South Dakota Community Foundation has been 
overwhelmingly pleased with the non-profit sector’s response to this project.”

The project, supported by the Bush Foundation, is a two-year effort to accomplish 
six main goals in the non-profit sector, Judson explained.

–	 Provide intermediary grants 

–	 Provide internal capacity building grants

–	 Support the newly established SD Nonprofit Association

– 	Conduct surveys

–	 Conduct convenings to provide education/information

–	 Increase the capacity of the SDCF

“Working with intermediary partners like the Watertown Community Foundation 
has been essential,” Judson added. “We (SDCF) couldn’t have carried this 
through without those intermediary partners. Jan DeBerg has been essential in 
bringing quality programs to 
Watertown area nonprofits.  

We learned this first year 
that there is a great need 
for capacity building, she 
continued. SDCF received 
nearly 200 grant requests in 
2009 which added up to $1.8 
million. It was extremely 
hard to narrow the recipients 
as the organization only had 
$350,000 to award. Judson 
expects this year to be no 
exception. SDCF will be 
accepting new grant requests 
from June 1 to August 1.

“We’ll try to award more,” 
Judson said of the coming 
year’s grants. We still 
want to work closely with 
intermediary partners and we 
will plan for more convenings 
across the state for the 
nonprofits.
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Laurie Benson and father, Earle Kinsman.

A FOUNDATION FOR ALL GENERATIONS 
– Laurie Benson and father, Earle 
Kinsman, have both served on the 
Watertown Community Foundation 
Board. While many things have changed 
over the years, the foundation’s mission 
has remained steadfast. Through 30 years 
of “Looking Forward and Giving Back,” 
the Watertown Community Foundation 
continues to improve the quality of life in 
Watertown for all ages. 
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211 East Kemp Avenue
P.O. Box 116

Watertown, South Dakota 57201-0116
Tel: (605) 882-3731
Fax: (605) 753-5731

Email: foundation@iw.net
Website: watertowncommunityfoundation.com

The Watertown Community Foundation is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization under the
 Internal Revenue code and a member of the Council on Foundation, Inc., Washington, D.C. 

Contributions to the Foundation are fully deductible for federal income tax purposes.


